
the case for a moratorium on the case for a moratorium on 
new logging operations new logging operations 





value of the Congolese forestvalue of the Congolese forest

� for the Congolese peoples

� for biodiversity

� for the world’s climate







economic value of the foresteconomic value of the forest

� the forest offers a diversity of products: 
timber, food, medicines, energy and all 
kind of materials that are valuable either 
for local communities or for trade

� these values are competing, logging has 
a destructive impact on other uses



economic value of the foresteconomic value of the forest

� in the long-term non-timber forest 
products offer much higher values than 
extraction of timber 

� intact forests have an enormous 
economic value in the fight against 
climate change





will logging bring will logging bring 
development?development?

� some people believe it does

� let’s look at the experience in Cameroon





letlet ’’s look at Cameroons look at Cameroon

� in 1994, with support from the World 
Bank, a new legal framework for the 
forestry sector was established

� aimed at reviving the country’s economy 
and alleviating poverty within forest 
dependent communities



letlet ’’s look at Cameroons look at Cameroon

� industrial logging brought major 
environmental loss and did not improve 
the situation of forest-dependent
communities

� implementation of the new legal 
framework remains highly problematic



control of logging in DRCcontrol of logging in DRC

� 25 million hectares of logging titles 
cancelled

� new forest code in 2002

� moratorium on new logging operations 
in 2002 and reconfirmed in 2005

� legality review of more than 20 million 
hectares of already allocated titles





but far from sufficientbut far from sufficient
� the moratorium has been breached and 

millions of hectares attributed

� still no land use planning

� local communities hardly involved, often 
not getting benefits and social conflicts 
occurring frequently

� governance capacities in the forest 
sector are very weak





More is needed to secure the More is needed to secure the 
interest of the Congolese interest of the Congolese 

people, biodiversity and the people, biodiversity and the 
planetplanet



more is neededmore is needed
� cancellation of all titles in breach of 

the legal framework, including those 
allocated, exchanged or renewed
after the moratorium

� uphold moratorium until proper land 
use planning and good governance 
are secured, and the legal framework 
is fully implemented



more is neededmore is needed
� proper land use planning must              

a) materialise the legal obligations on 
classified forests (at least 15%) and       
b) ensure recognition of traditional land 
use

� good governance must be ensured both 
at a general level and in the forest 
sector. This will take many years



more support is neededmore support is needed

international donors, such as the 
Belgian government and the World 
Bank, have both the resources and the 
responsibility to conserve the forests in 
DRC and to ensure they contribute to a 
fair, environmentally and socially sound 
development




